Alternatives to Satellite-
Only Communications

In the carly 1980's,
Inmarsat communicati-
ons were introduced (o
the marine industry,
providing basic commu-
nicalions services to
ships. Consequently,
Inmarsat equipment is
found on a large percens
tage of deep-sea vesseals,
and iz frequently assu.-
med to be the sole met-
hod of communications.
However, at least one
additional well-establis-
hed communications
network is being used as
an alternate means of
communicating. Additi-
onally, ship owners and
operators are sesing sig-
nificant eost reductions
through blending of
communications techno-
logies.

The perhaps best cxample of this is
the Globe Wireless Maritime Data
Metwierk, Globs Wirelss hos esta-
Bhighed & wacklwide dipitsl rodio
metwork, providing aenplote glabal
covernge. This digital radie network
is used for iransmitting smalles,
high privrnly messsges to ships in
wesar real dime, This service has sub-
ially eoee Fsctiosality anl is
offered nt f fraction of tho cost of
Inmnrant-C.

Combining ooat offective, immsedi-
ate delivery of smaller wrpent messn-
pus, with the copability of batching
lewey  pridrity messages aml dada
filoa dor eossomical  Cransmizsion,
reaults in dramatic asviogs o the
ship owner.,

B

Captain Morman  Fard, Marisn
Superintendent for Denholm Ship
Managenwent Lid., stated that he
lead notiend & dramatic reduction in
satallite eoat, & much a2 & 5096 gvir-
nll savings, “Using Gloks Wirsliss
hns mode n remorkable impast o
the meomshly charges, ns well as che
peperad  way  of  communication.
We're linding 0 quicker response to
sezaaEea ecause ol $he pear real-
tie watwrn of HE we're getfing
informanzon hack te tho ships Caster
nnil sapplyving informatien te our oi-
ents faster. which obwviously means &
Liphier Jevel of salisfaction on both
ancle” atated Fomi, 8o nob only
liawn car atals oone down dramali-
eally, we also eommyinieats mor e
less mamey.™

These types of snvings are chearly
illustrated when cxamining the nore
mal communicotion pattermns of o
Lypical lest ol len vessels. Ships
grrsrate & ok of tpoe of miss-
ges which muost ol b ennssdored
when annlyring the totnl commani-
calions costs:

#* Urgent, small messapes. Vessels

spfminly wae teleg (Inmarsal O,

The J.:’."r.'p."l Deleae

ler emamplel for the delivery of
urgent, small mesanpea,

Frx eomnyunizatione. Fax dolivory
COMMUNEALinms contEnue W repre-
senb o pereentage of vessel come
Iunicitions.

Woigr  ovmmunications. Drect
teliphaiss  weraalion is  wery
enstly, and abill quite ez,

*

Satellite-only  conil systems  hawe
allowed the owner 4o grin soome cost
pe aver these sroditional com-
Savinpe are achieved
'hjl AT g & percantape ol voico
cnlls, fnxes nnd nen-urgnt teleses to
email messnges.

Ship vwoers oml managers quickly
readized thatl while sovings i= achie-
vl using estollite-only ayeloms, Lwo
interesting side effects pesurred,

The cost of urgent messnge, via
Liymprept-C or other dy of telex
wege reducesd, bud ned signifcantly
Hocsnan p zatellile ayalom regui-
res the vessel io dial io clwek for
incoming mail from shore, up to
40% of calls hasl o dota sent and

*

wstrztes dvpieat droditional trafiee patterna of o
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ro loe Cree, meaning that the vessel
does net mewd G plosk any colls 1o
chack for wailing saail.

The resulis of this are sinkiog

Globe Wirnleas egstomers lave seen
o dleamsntie eeduetion an eeal over
both ernditicnal Inmaseat o
cntioms and

Tani-
L1 antollite nr.lga -'|||._1=||.

With mome 3000 voseels usng
= products asd abonl 1w
s pomeiplently being added ey

system becouss they bews
and see resulie T is the blesd
af B echnolop with traditioml
Tnzne L mearzgn delivery, whid |
are offezing ship awners and rosas

ricegvil. l'ypical vessels squipped
with satollito-enly omail systems
made thees ta oy cemasl eonmecti-
oms ealls per 24 howra,

Since the Globe Wireless nebwork
aperates in near-real time, it offers 5
vighle  allormative ta  trmbiticnal
[nmearaat CfTalioe Al a fraction of the
price. Seonndly, the Glake Wirslesa
Digitnl netwaork s used to ‘pagn’ the
vessel when troffic is woiting an she-

eyeloms gere U et dramslic savisgy. 4
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